




The Lakota language plays a special role in your school, doesn’t it? 
 

 
 
TWB: Yes, we have decided to be a Lakota-speaking school. There aren’t that many people that 
speak Lakota anymore; I can only think of a handful. I grew up with it. I’m grateful that my family 
kept it alive for me and I learned it from my parents and my extended family. There are so many 
things that I can say in Lakota, that just aren’t the same in English. Our word for child is “wakan 
yeja,” which means “sacred being.” We put a lot of emphasis on our language. There is a lot of 
trauma surrounding our language. Many of our grandparents were sent away to boarding schools 
and the language began to die when they quit speaking it. Like many of our traditions, Lakota has 
become hard to preserve, but we’re trying and really making an effort to integrate Waldorf 
education with the Lakota culture. 
 
Can you explain about your and the children’s relationship to the land? 
TWB: We have a high level of respect for the land. We call the earth “unci maka,” which means 
“Grandmother Earth.” We are surrounded by open prairies for miles and the nearest house is about 
a half a mile away. We can really experience the land and the animals in their natural beauty and 
simplicity. There’s a little hill behind the school and every morning we go up there and say a 
prayer: “Grandfather Creator, this day we are grateful. We are all related.” We always close our 
prayer with “mitakuye oyasin – we are all related.” I guess it’s like “Amen.” Being related is not 
just about people; it’s a relationship with animals and nature as well. 
 
What are the particular challenges that you face at the moment? 
IS: It’s a financially challenging time. No parent tuition, that’s a big challenge. We are unique in 
that we don’t charge any tuition to send children to the school. We run the school on donations 
only and a few grants. The Native American culture never had schools as we know them. They’ve 
had schools pressed on them:  public schools, Catholic schools. These are completely opposite to 
the Lakota culture. Learning by doing was always the way the Lakota learned. 
 

 
 



We are trying to get the parents involved. For over 100 years, Lakota parents were told, “Give us 
your children, educating them is none of your business.” Now we are saying, “We want you to be 
involved.” It’s a huge change for all of us. 
 
Anything else? 
IS: My roots are here. It’s very isolated here, but it’s also very beautiful. I live a mile from school 
and my oldest daughter is at Oglala College. I’m studying Lakota Studies there as well. 
TWB: You can’t really talk about the Lakota Waldorf School without expressing gratitude for the 
“big heart” that guides our school. That heart is Isabel Stadnick. I am so grateful for everything 
that she’s done and is doing every day. All the kids that come here are very brave. This is an area 
of extreme poverty and many of the kids come from difficult situations. Every day, I’m grateful 
we’re together. Keep smiling – it’s a good world and the sun is shining. 
 
To learn more about the Lakota Waldorf School visit the school’s website or contact Isabel Stadnick 
for more information. 
www.lakotawaldorfschool.org 
info@lakotawaldorfschool.org 
 
The Lakota Waldorf School relies entirely on donations and gifts. It does not receive any 
government funding. If you would like to make a donation to help the school, please send your gift 
to: 
The Lakota Waldorf School 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
P.O. Box 527, Three Mile Creek, 
Kyle, SD 57752 
Email: info@lakotawaldorfschool.org 
Paypal: www.lakotawaldorfschool.org/en/howyoucanhelp/donate.html 
 
The LWS is a native non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and your donation is tax deductible. 
 
The Lakota Tipi Camp 
In July and August 2011the Lakota Waldorf School hosted their first Lakota Tipi Camp at the 
school. Fourteen participants from different countries came and vacationed for two weeks. The 
mission of the Lakota Tipi Camp is to give interested people a deep insight into the culture and 
history of the Lakota people. Their guide and bus driver take the guests on tours through the 
beautiful land of the Pine Ridge Reservation. The profit from the Lakota Tipi Camp goes to the 
Lakota Waldorf School. For more information visit www.lakotatipicamp.org 
 


